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ing Indian imagination, which can extort new order out of
a mass of apparently contradictory facts, is held in check
by the habit of concentration. This restraint confers the
power to bold the mind to the pursuit of truth with an
infinite patience."
Tears stood in my eyes at the scientist's concluding
words. Is "patience" not indeed a synonym of India,
confounding Time and the historians alike?
I visited the research centre again, soon after the day
of opening. The great botanist, mindful of his promise,
took me to his quiet laboratory.
"I will attach the crescograph to this fern; the magni-
fication is tremendous. If a snail's crawl were enlarged
in the same proportion, the creature would appear to be
travelling like an express train!"
My gaze was fixed eagerly on the screen that reflected
the magnified fern shadow. Minute life movements were
now clearly perceptible; the plant was growing very slow-
ly before my fascinated eyes. The scientist touched the
tip of the fern with a small metal bar. The developing
pantomime came to an abrupt halt, resuming its eloquent
rhythms as soon as the rod was withdrawn.
"You saw how any slight outside interference is detri-
mental to the sensitive tissues," Bose remarked. "Watch;
I shall now administer chloroform, and then give an anti-
dote."
Tlie effect of the chloroform discontinued all growth;
the antidote was revivifying. The evolutionary gestures
on the screen held me more raptly than a "movie" plot
My companion (here in the role of villain) thrust a sharp
instrument through a part of the fern; pain was indicated ,
by spasmodic flutters. When he passed a razor partiallj
through the sten, the shadow was violently agitated, then
stilled itself with the final punctuation of death.
"By first chloroforming a huge tree, I achieved a suc-
cessful transplantation. Usually, such monarchs of the
The recent discovery that an atom is a miniature solar system
would be no news to the old Vctisesika philosophers, who also
reduced time to its furthest mathematical concept by describing
the smallest unit of time (kola) as the period taken by an
atom to traverse its own unit of space."